
INTRODUCTION
‘Everyday and liveable futures’, are understood as 
fragmentary and affective forms of future-oriented 
thinking embedded in individuals’ lived experience. 

INSPIRATION
The study explores how individuals’ 
emotions and memories shape hope 
for sustainable futures. 

METHODOLOGY
- Exploratory qualitative study involving public 

participation
- Convenience sample among the public attending a 

national-scale fair Collecting memories, hopes and 
actions through interviews

- Theme: the future of sustainable oceans

FINDINGS (work in progress) PRELIMINARY INSIGHTS
Sustainable futures are constructed 
through micro-narratives that function as 
everyday forms of futures knowledge 
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Message in a Bottle: Memories and Hopes 
shaping Sustainable Futures

Summary
Characterising everyday imaginaries of the future is consequential for understanding 
sustainability transitions, as individuals struggle to translate concern for sustainability into 
concrete forms of action. This study examines how ordinary publics draw on memory, 
emotion and hope to construct micro-narratives of sustainable futures as tangible, 
liveable possibilities.

Small stories, big futures

Desired futures often reclaim a 
valued past. 
Emotions shape what people value 
and what they feel matters for the 
future. 

Conceptual Framework
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