
HOME RENOVATION 
MISTAKES CHECKLIST

Learn more at: hippo.com/blog/home-renovation-mistakes

Review homeowners insurance: 
Ensure you have adequate coverage 
for your project.

Know the rules: 
Check local permit and inspection 
requirements before any project.

Define the scope: 
Clearly outline your project goals 
and create a detailed plan.

Set a realistic budget: 
Account for materials, tools, labor, 
and potential unexpected costs.

Gather the right tools: 
Invest in or borrow the necessary 
tools for a safe and efficient project.

Plan the design carefully: 
Consider both aesthetics and 
functionality.

Prioritize safety: 
Use proper safety gear and 
follow safety guidelines.

Inspect for hidden issues: 
Be prepared the unseen problems, 
like mold or structural damage.

Plan for debris disposal: 
Research local regulations 
and disposal methods.

Avoid mid-project changes: 
Stick to your original plan to 
prevent delays and cost overruns.

Balance form and function: 
Create a space that looks good 
and works well.

Assess your DIY skills: 
Know when to hire a professional 
for complex tasks.

Set a realistic timeline: 
Account for potential delays and 
unexpected challenges.

Choose professionals wisely: 
Research and interview 
contractors thoroughly.

Measure accurately: 
Double-check measurements to 
avoid costly mistakes.

Focus on one project at a time: 
Avoid spreading yourself too thin 
and creating potential mistakes.

Expect the unexpected: 
Be prepared to adapt to changes and 
challenges.


